
erhaps no sporting event in the world is as difficult to predict as the Kentucky Derby. Since
1977, only two pre-race favorites have gone on to win the Derby. The reason is that no
formula exists for winning or even getting a horse into this race, now in its 129th running.

It’s a race in which a horse purchased for $4 million can run side by side a no-name
horse bought for $20,000.

The only sure thing about getting a horse to the Kentucky Derby is that
it’s going to require a lot of money, patience and luck.

There are no qualifying races for the Derby. Anyone with a 3-
year-old thoroughbred and $30,600 (total entry fees) is
welcome to start the race. But the limit is 20 horses, and
if there are more than 20 entries, then horses are
eliminated on the basis of previous money winnings.

Winning that money (or at least trying) is where the
costs start to add up. Entry fees for stakes races average
about $5,000. Horses run anywhere from two to eight
of these races before the
Kentucky Derby. And, like a
young child, a 2- or 3-year-
old horse is prone to injury.
Vet bills for racehorses cost
$15,000 to $20,000 per
year. In all, an owner can
plan to spend an additional
$150,000 on top of the
purchase price in getting a
horse to start in the field
at Churchill Downs on the
first Saturday in May.

Whip: Also called a stick, the whip is used by
jockeys to spur the horse into sprinting in the
final stage of the race.

Colors: These are the jockey’s silk or nylon
jacket and cap that are representative of the
horse’s owner. Each owner registers his or her
distinctive colors with The Jockey Club and the
state racing authority.

Goggles: The jockey wears several pairs of
goggles and removes them one by one
throughout the race as mud splashes the outer
pair of goggles.

Shadow roll: This is a roll of sheep’s wool
and sits on a horse’s nose, preventing the horse
from seeing shadows on the ground that might
startle him.

Blinkers: A form of headgear, sometimes
called blinders, that blocks a horse’s vision from
the side to prevent distractions or other horses
from spooking the horse.

Saddle: A curved leather seat for the jockey,
that weighs less than 2 pounds and sits on the
horse’s back. The saddle is secured by a girth
under the belly.

Stirrups: Also referred to as irons, stirrups
hold the jockey’s feet in place.

Saddle cloth: A piece of cloth that goes
under the saddle and displays the horse’s
number.

Horseshoes: Made of aluminum and weighing
about 8 oz., shoes, or plates, often are replaced
during racing and training. They are nailed into
the horse’s hooves in a painless process.
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Average cost of getting
a horse to the Derby
Purchase at auction $225,300
(Based on this year’s field)

Training fees $60,000
(includes grooming and feeding) +10% of winnings

Vet fees $30,000

Racing fees $15,000-$25,000
(prep races as a 2-year-old)

Transportation to the Derby $800-$5,000
From California, by van or plane

Jockey mount fee $75
+10% of winnings

Entry fees
Nomination by Jan. 19 $600

Jan. 20 - March 30 $6,000

After March 30 $150,000

Entry $15,000

Start $15,000

Total entry fees $30,600
(with nomination by Jan. 19)

Minimum cost of owning a
Kentucky Derby horse $361,775

Atswhatimtalknbout $900,000 2-year-old in training

Brancusi $100,000 Weanling

Buddy Gil Homebred (bred by owner)

Domestic Dispute Undisclosed Purchased privately 
April 26

Empire Maker Homebred

Eye of The Tiger Homebred

Funny Cide $22,000 Yearling

Indian Express $4,500; Yearling;
$150,000 Resold privately at 2

Lone Star Sky $190,000 2-year-old in training

Offlee Wild $325,000 Yearling

Outta Here $37,000 Yearling

Peace Rules $35,000 2-year-old in training;
Purchased privately

Scrimshaw $550,000 2-year-old in training

Supah Blitz Homebred

Ten Cents A Shine Did not sell in three
trips through the sales ring.

Ten Most Wanted $145,000 2-year-old
Yearling=1 year old; Weanling=6 months old

Horse Price Age when purchased

A Derby horse
Purchase prices of 2003 Kentucky Derby field.
Most horses are sold at public auction as yearlings.

Storm Cat Storm Bird Terlingua, by Secretariat Overbrook Farm (Ky.) $500,000 1988
A.P. Indy Seattle Slew Weekend Surprise, by Secretariat Lane’s End Farm (Ky.) $300,000 1993
Seeking the Gold Mr. Prospector Con Game, by Buckpasser Claiborne Farm (Ky.) $225,000 1990
Kingmambo Mr. Prospector Miesque, by Nureyev Lane’s End Farm $200,000 1994
Fusaichi Pegasus Mr. Prospector Angel Fever, by Danzig Ashford Stud (Ky.) $125,000 2001
Giant’s Causeway Storm Cat Mariah’s Storm, by Rahy Ashford Stud $125,000 2001
Gone West Mr. Prospector Secrettame, by Secretariat Mill Ridge Farm (Ky.) $125,000 1988
Broad Brush Ack Ack Hay Patcher, by Hoist the Flag Gainesway (Ky.) $100,000 1988
Deputy Minister Vice Regent Mint Copy, by Bunty’s Fligh Brookdale Farm (Ky.) $100,000 1984
Unbridled’s Song Unbridled Trolley Song, by Caro Taylor Made Farm (Ky.) $100,000 1997

Stud for hire
The bulk of the revenue from owning a racehorse comes not from race-day winnings, but rather after a horse retires from
racing. That is when a horse is “put out to stud” and is mated with other horses. The offspring of a successful racehorse
can sell for several thousands of dollars depending on the horse’s bloodlines.

Storm Cat, winner of just four career races, has the highest stud fee at $500,000 based on the continued success of his
offspring and his own impressive bloodline that includes Secretariat as his maternal grandfather.

Here are the highest current stud fees:

Stallion Sire
(father)

Dam,
(mother)

by Broodmare Sire
(maternal grandfather)

 Farm Stud fee
(per live foal)

Year put
out to stud
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