
Douglas timeline

April 19, 1999 Douglas arrives at
the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical
Garden. At 4 years old, he weighs
about 800 pounds and is 8.2 feet
long.

Nov. 1, 2003 Douglas returns to
Miami Seaquarium for pre-release
conditioning. He now weighs 921
pounds and is 9.5 feet long.

February/March 2004 Douglas
to be released in the Florida Keys.
Fitted with a radio transmitter that
sends a signal whenever he breaks
the surface, biologists will track
his movements and obtain visual
assessments. The Cincinnati Zoo
will receive weekly updates on his
progress.

February/March 2005 Douglas
will be captured and given a
complete medical exam. If healthy
and faring well in the wild, his
release will be determined a
success.
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Back home

At the zoo

Going home
Douglas, a 921-pound manatee at the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden,
will be flown Saturday from the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport to Miami. But the trip won’t be an easy one. Douglas’ travel plans:

Douglas swims
from display tank
to medical area

Ten handlers
stand ready to
assist if
Douglas begins
to thrash as a
forklift moves
the crate to the
awaiting truck.

150,000 gallon
display tank

20,000 gallon
medical tank

Handler monitors body
temperature, breathing
and skin condition.

Wet beach towels
for moisture and
tarp for warmth

450 pound fiberglass crate
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Sources: The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical
Garden, Homosassa Springs Wildlife State
Park
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Manatee facts

Floor Sling

Medical tank

Floor is raised
and sling is slid
under Douglas

If Douglas makes a successful
transition to the wild, he, like other
Florida manatees will spend winters
in Florida but could migrate as
far west as Louisiana and as
far north as Virginia in
summer months.

May 11, 1995 Douglas is rescued
as a several-week-old, 50-pound
calf from the waters of Key Largo.
Separated from his mother,
Douglas was captured by hand
by a Dolphin Research Center
staff member who was snorkeling.

Truck takes
Douglas to
airport, where he
is loaded onto a
cargo jet.
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3 Sling is pushed toward the
door where the moving
crate is positioned.
Douglas is lowered into
crate and sling is removed.

Keys Miami

January 2003
A physical begins to get Douglas
ready for his move.

Spray bottle wets
towels keeping his
skin moist.

Behavior: Gentle and slow moving.
Often shy and reclusive,they are
harmless.

Reproduction: Females mature
between 5 and 9 years old and can
birth a calf every two to five years. The
gestation period is about 13 months.

History: Manatees share a common
ancestor with the elephant, and are
believed to have evolved from a
wading, plant-eating animal.
Population: There are about 3,000
manatees left in the United States.

Breathing: Can stay under water
up to 20 minutes, but usually
surface every few minutes to
breathe.

Size: Manatees can grow to 13 feet
long and weigh up to 3,000 pounds.

Communication/hearing: Squeak
and squeal when frightened, playing
or communicating.

Sight: Can see colors; depth
perception limited.

Plane ride
Douglas is flown on a specially heated Airbus to Miami
International Airport. Since manatees are aquatic
animals, it’s not an easy trip. Special precautions must
be taken to maintain his health.
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