The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center

The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center is an unconventional hybrid: part museum, part learning center, part tribute to the past,
part forum for the future. Here’s how it compares with five other well-known public places:

Freedom Center,
Cincinnati

Opens: Aug. 23 with gala dedication
Location: Second Street at the Roebling
Bridge, on the banks of the Ohio River
Cost: $110 million (about 55 percent from
private donors and 45 percent from federal,
state and local governments)

Annual attendance: 260,000 projected
Size: 158,000 square feet

Admission price: $12 adults, $10 seniors,
$8 children

Features: Historic artifacts including a
rebuilt slave pen from Kentucky.

An environmental theater in which visitors
“experience” a slave’s nighttime escape
across the Ohio River. Several other
interactive exhibits, such as a room meant
to evoke a slave ship and a video montage
about the struggle for freedom around the
world today.

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum,
Washington

Opened: 1993

Cost: $200 million

Annual revenue; $60 million

Annual attendance: 1.6 million

Size: 225,000 square feet

Admission price: Free

How it’s similar: Considered a “museum
of conscience,” the Holocaust Museum
honors those who resisted and suffered a
terrible injustice at the hands of the Nazis
in World War 11. The museum includes
interactive exhibits and encourages visitors
to consider their response to injustice in
the world today.

How it’s different: While the Freedom Center
has few historical artifacts, the Holocaust
Museum has 10,500 objects and more
than 25 million pages of archival material.
Since it is a national memorial, its budget
is supplemented by federal funds.

Note: Information is based on tax filings, interviews, institution records and published reports.

Source: Enquirer research

Contemporary Arts Center,
Cincinnati

Opened: 2003

Cost: $30.7 million

Annual revenue: $3.1 million (operating
budget for first year in new building)
Annual attendance: 168,500 (first

11 months)

Size: 87,000 square feet

Admission price: $6.50

How it’s similar: Located in a new, state-
of-the-art building downtown, the
Contemporary Arts Center emphasizes
modern themes and kid-friendly exhibits.
It has no permanent collection and relies
heavily on temporary exhibits from other
museums or collections.

How it’s different: Since it is a
contemporary art museum, pop culture
takes precedence over 19th-century history.

Museum of African American
History, Detroit

Opened: 1997

Cost: $38 million

Annual revenue: $6.4 million

Annual attendance: 38,000

Size: 120,000 square feet

Admission price: $5

How it’s similar: The institutions share
African-American themes and tell the story
of slavery and emancipation in America.
How it’s different: The Freedom Center
also focuses on the struggle of freedom
around the world, in the past and today.
That includes stories about the Berlin Wall,
the Solidarity movement in Poland and
modern-day slavery.

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame,
Cleveland

Opened: 1995

Cost: $45 million

Annual revenue: $17.5 million

Annual attendance: 476,000

Size: 150,000 square feet

Admission price: $20

How it’s similar: Both facilities were built
as part of downtown revitalization efforts,
and both received strong financial support
early on from private and corporate donors.
How it’s different: The subject matter is
considerably lighter at the Rock Hall. The
Hall also has extensive collections and
archives on site.

The Carter Center,
Atlanta

Opened: 1982

Cost: $25 million (includes the Carter
Presidential Library)

Annual revenue: $90.5 million

Annual attendance: Not applicable
Size: No exhibit space

Admission price: Not applicable

How it’s similar: The Carter Center’s
mission is to make a difference in the
world today through humanitarian
programs.

How it’s different: The center has

150 full-time employees and is active in
dozens of countries, monitoring elections,
providing humanitarian aid and operating
health programs. Although it is located
next to the Carter Library and Museum,
which has exhibits and archives, the center
itself is not a tourist attraction.
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