
Brazilian ocelot
Dr. Bill Swanson
pioneered and
perfected
techniques of
extracting semen
from wild cats, in
vitro fertilization and
frozen embryo
transfer so kittens
can be produced in captivity without
removing cats from the wild.

Research vital for
many endangered
plants and animals
The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden’s
Center for Conservation and Research
of Endangered Wildlife is a world-
renowned facility that has made a
number of scientific breakthroughs
related to the reproduction of
endangered species. Here’s a look at
some of those:

Blue & Gold
macaw
Bernadette Plair, a
CREW research as-
sociate, has rein-
troduced these birds
into the wild of
Trindad, where they
were wiped out be-
cause of the pet
trade. Teaching locals how to monitor
flight patterns, along with feeding and
nesting habits, Plair has turned the macaw
into a flagship species of wildlife conser-
vation in that country and has turned the
program into the most successful parrot
reintroduction project in the world.

Gorilla
CREW partnered
with local human
fertility doctors to
produce the first
“test tube” gorilla
baby. The zoo leads
the country, with 47
gorilla births.

African violet
An endangered plant
in Tanzania and
Kenya, CREW scien-
tists have learned
how to grow the vio-
lets through tissue
culture and are
helping save the
species in its native
land.
Source: Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden
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